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Constant, Careful Effort

THE D.O.V.E. FUND BANDAGE BRIGADE
The following article written by our Humanitarian Committee Chairwoman, Trustee – Linda Stocker, describes some of the events that she and her
husband, Vietnam Veteran, Gary witnessed during their recent trip to Vietnam.

April 2, 2010  - Gia Lai Province, Vietnam.

Tears swell in my eyes, as I watch this lovely woman approaching us. She is walking on the
bare stubs of her feet.  Her toes are gone; she has extensive sores on her feet and legs and
her fingers are missing.

Hunger and suffering are profound motivators. This lady claims her basket of food provided by
the D.O.V.E. Fund, and then approaches the nuns at their makeshift aid station to receive
medical treatment.

The Sisters of St. Paul de Chartres examine this woman’s leprosy sores and gently clean
them with beta dyne.  Our precious hand-knit bandages are then lovingly wrapped around her
feet for protection from the dirt and elements. In a perfect world, she would have a pair of
custom crafted sandals to wear from the National Leprosy Hospital in Qui Nhon.  These
conditions, however, are far from perfect, which makes extensive travel by these debilitated
and impoverished victims impossible.

Today these residents are blessed by D.O.V.E. Fund donors through specialized bandages,
food, and medicines, which improve the lives in this remote leper village. Witnessing this,
these questions continue to haunt me…What if we hadn’t come?  Would they still be starv-
ing?  Would they know that someone cares enough to help? We left them a one-month supply
of food; what will they do next month?

What started as a few volunteers crafting leper bandages for people in Vietnam has embraced
the “Can Do” attitude and has expanded immensely. We now have over 50 groups and 350
individuals around the world knitting and
crocheting these bandages of love.
Once people learn that Vietnamese in
isolated, central highlands villages still
suffer from leprosy, they are moved and
want to get involved…including EVA Air-
lines, which carries bandages to Viet-
nam for us – “free of charge”. To date
we have delivered over 6,000 hand-
made bandages to leper patients.

The nuns explained that $15 USD would feed a leper family for a month.
We raised $3500 and with great care they stretched the sum for a month
to $10 USD in order to assist a greater number of families.  Conse-
quently, “your” $3,500 in D.O.V.E. donations afforded 350 families the
basics for a month consisting of rice, sugar, cooking oil, noodles, and
dried fish.

She is very happy we came to visit

A comforting hand knit bandage is
applied

!

Nuns dispensing medications

continued on following page




